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To  the  Pontypool  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — 

In  presenting1  this  my  28th  annual  report  as  to 
the  sanitary  condition  of  your  district  for  the  year 
ending-  December  31st,  1905.  I am  complying  with 
the  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  The 
physical  features  and  characteristics  of  your  district 
remain  unaltered,  consequently,  my  former  remarks 
respecting  that  condition  will  bear  repeating. 

Description  of  Area. 

It  lies  upon  the  carboniferous  system,  or  more 
particularly  the  millstone  grit,  or  farewell  rock,  or 
the  lower  portion  of  the  true  coal  measures,  and 
forms  the  eastern  outcrop  of  the  South  Wales  coal- 
field. The  strata  dip  or  slope  about  three  inches  per 
yard  in  a south-westerly  direction. 

Configuration. 

The  surface  of  the  district  is  extremely  irregular 
and  hilly,  and  lies  to  the  north  of  the  Trosnant 
Brook  and  to  the  west  of  the  Avon  LI  wyd  River.  It 
comprises  the  angular  portion  of  land  formed  by  the 
above-named  streams.  The  ground  rises  or  slopes  up 
in  a northerly,  north-westerly,  and  westerly  direc- 
tion from  the  before-mentioned  streams,  and  lies  at 
an  elevation  of  from  400ft  to  700ft  above  the  mean 
sea  level,  and  comprises  an  area  of  234  acres. 

Your  area  is  manifestly  a very  small  one— 234 
acres — therefore  there  is  very  little  space  to  carry 
out  any  great  improvements  for  the  benefit  of  the 
inhabitants.  Still,  every  year  finds  you  improving 
on  the  older  portions  of  the  district,  by  pulling 
down  and  re-modelling  portions  of  it  and  renewing 
the  sewers  and  drains  that  are  of  ancient  structure. 
Yet  your  district  is  far  from  being  a model  of 
hygiene,  inasmuch  as  no  provision  has  yet  been 
made  for  the  proper  disposal  of  the  sewage,  neither 
has  the  important  question  of  an  isolation  hospital 
been  settled.  These  are  two  very  weighty  points  to 
consider.  It  matters  little  how  perfect  your  system 
of  drainage  may  be  if  the  disposal  of  the  collected 
matter  is  faulty.  Fortunately,  your  district  is  so 
placed  naturally  as  to  have  a splendid  fall  for 
sewage  and  rain,  consequently  nothing  remains  in 
the  sewers  and  drains  very  long  unless  there  is  a 
blocking  somewhere. 
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With  respect  to  the  occupations  of  the  inhabitants 
of  your  area,  I do  not  consider  there  is  anything-  in 
their  various  employments  to  influence  the  health 
of  those  residing  in  it.  The  various  industries  of 
the  town  portion  are  much  the  same  as  in  other 
districts,  and  the  residential  portion  is  occupied  by 
tradesmen,  artisans,  and  miners.  These  latter  are 
not  numerous,  as  the  majority  of  colliers  reside  out- 
side your  area. 

The  house  accommodation  in  your  district  is  un- 
doubtedly improving,  both  in  quality  and  quantity, 
but  there  are  certain  portions  of  your  district  that 
should  be  pulled  down  and  cleared  away  and  its 
space  covered  with  suitable  houses  or  model  lodging 
houses  for  the  labouring  classes.  I refer  particularly 
to  that  portion  of  High-street  known  as  the  Sowhill 
district.  Some  of  the  houses  about  that  part  are  very 
bad,  and  I can  say  that  the  class  of  persons  living 
there  does  not  encourage  the  owners  to  take  much 
interest  in  keeping  the  property  in  good  condition, 
but  I am  sure  that  if  some  tenement  lodging  houses 
were  built  there,  and  tenanted  under  proper  super- 
vision, it  would  be  a great  advantage  to  the  district 
and  a good  speculation. 

The  only  river  that  runs  through  your  district, 
the  Avon  Llwyd,  is  undoubtedly  very  polluted  by 
sewage,  not  from  your  district  only,  but  from  the 
districts  in  the  Valleys  above  your  area.  At  times, 
when  the  rainfall  is  limited  such  as  it  was  during 
last  summer,  there  is  considerable  risk  in  this. 
Usually,  the  districts  emptying  their  sewage  into 
the  river  are  well  washed  by  rain,  and  consequently 
the  river  gets  well  flushed,  yet  there  are  periods 
when  this  is  not  so  ; therefore,  it  is  time  some 
system  of  sewage  disposal  be  decided  upon  for  the 
whole  valley. 

The  removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  is 
another  matter  that  might  well  be  considered.  The 
daily  removal  by  scavengers’  carts,  as  adopted  by 
you,  is  good  in  its  way,  but  the  ultimate  disposal  of 
it  to  a tipping  ground  is  open  to  grave  objection, 
unless  it  is  regularly  carted  away  by  farmers. 

The  water  supply  of  the  district  has  been,  during 
the  past  year,  put  to  a severe  test.  A long  drought 
took  place,  and  the  water  supply  proved  inadequate 
to  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants.  For  weeks,  some 
portions  of  this  district  had  no  water,  and  in  most 
parts  it  was  only  turned  on  for  an  hour  or  so  after 
the  residents  had  retired  to  bed.  Personal  cleanli- 
ness was  almost  practically  abolished,  and  water  for 
laundry  purposes  and  domestic  use  had  “ to  be 
caught  ” by  very  careful  watching  The  council 
will  be  doing  a great  service  to  the  inhabitants  by 
arranging  that  such  a condition  of  things  does  not 
happen  again.  It  is  a mystery  to  me  how  we  escaped 
a terrible  epidemic  of  some  infectious  disease.  I 
should  suggest  that  the  storage  tanks  of  the  Water 
Company  be  doubled.  There  is  never  any  lack  of 
water  coming  into  the  district  ; in  fact,  more  runs 
to  waste  than  is  used,  and,  if  properly  stored  and 
taken  care  of,  the  district  never  need  be  short  of 
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water.  This  is  so  serious  a matter  that  I consider  it 
imperative  that  very  decided  action  be  taken  by  the 
Council  to  prevent  a recurrence  of  last  year’s  incon- 
venience and  dangers. 

The  Beatli  Rate. 

During  the  year  I am  reviewing,  109  persons  at 
all  ages  died  in  your  district  or  belonging  to  it,  viz., 
56  males  and  53  females.  The  death  rate  of  those 
actually  dying  in  your  district  was  16T  per  1,000 
per  annum  of  the  estimated  population,  but,  after 
adding  those  that  succumbed  in  the  Union  Work- 
house  belonging  to  your  area,  the  corrected  death 
rate  of  17*3  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  is 
the  right  one.  For  the  purpose  of  my  calculations, 
I have  estimated  your  population  to  the  middle  of 
1905  as  6,270.  The  death  rate  is  lower  than  the  year 
immediately  preceding,  when  it  was  18'5,  but  higher 
than  1903,  when  it  was  16*4.  The  average  death  rate 
for  the  past  10  years  for  your  district  is  16*4. 

By  looking  at  Table  I.  you  will  see  that  the  death 
rate  is  kept  high  by  the  excessive  infant  mortality  ; 
this  year  under  review  is  not  so  bad  in  this  respect 
as  the  year  previously , but  still  it  is  an  excessive 
infant  mortality,  the  number  of  deaths  belonging  to 
your  district  being  109.  Of  these  51,  or  nearly  half, 
died  before  reaching  five  years  of  age,  and  39  of 
that  number  never  reached  one  year  old. 

The  Birth  Rate. 

During  the  past  12  months  195  children  have  been 
born  in  your  district,  being  one  less  than  in  1904, 
and  two  more  than  in  1903.  Ten  years  ago,  viz., 
1895,  211  children  were  born  in  your  district.  Since 
then  the  number  of  births  has  not  increased,  rather 
otherwise  except  in  1902,  when  200  children  were 
born  ; the  birth  rate  estimated  at  per  1,000  of  the 
population  is  31*1  for  the  year  I am  reviewing.  The 
sexes  at  birth  were  tolerably  even,  viz.,  99  males  and 
96  females,  total  195.  After  deducting  39  who  died 
during  the  first  year  of  life,  your  population  has  a 
net  gain  of  156,  or  by  deducting  the  whole  of  the 
deaths  at  all  ages,  your  population  has  a gain  of  86. 

The  Infantile  Mortality. 

This  is  a problem  that  has  to  be  faced,  and  it  is 
getting  a yearly  difficulty  to  say  something  fresh  on 
tfie  subject.  The  amount  of  mortality  is  small  com- 
pared with  the  extent  of  sickness  among  children, 
and  it  appears  to  me  that  it  is  practically  useless  to 
talk  to  those  in  charge  of  them  about  taking  greater 
care.  I find  the  average  mother  most  callous  except 
when  a serious  illness  supervenes,  and  then  she  ex- 
pects everyone  to  come  to  her  help.  Children  of 
tender  years  and  babes  in  arms  are  allowed  to  be 
running  about  the  streets  in  all  weathers  and  at  all 
hours,  insufficiently  clad,  any  and  every  sort  of  diet 
but  the  right  is  given,  and  the  result  is  terrible 
illnesses.  Last  year  this  Council,  at  my  request,  had 
printed  a circular  card  detailing  the  proper  feeding 
of  infants  1 believe  in  some  instances  it  has  been 
read  and  acted  upon,  but  generally  I am  of  opinion 
that  the  advice  tendered  is  disregarded. 
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Table  V.  gives  the  details  of  39  deaths  under  one 
year  of  age.  Intestinal  troubles  account  for  only 
nine  deaths  this  year,  but  the  year  before  24  deaths 
were  attributed  to  this  cause.  Thirteen  de  iths  were 
due  to  either  pneumonia  or  bronchitis,  double  the 
number  of  the  year  preceding- ; that  means  more 
chill,  less  care,  more  exposure,  greater  negligence. 
The  much-talked-of  tubercular  diseases  are  alto- 
gether absent,  during-  the  first  year  of  life,  in  your 
area.  It  is  the  dirt,  careless  feeding-,  taking-  them 
out  at  night  and  in  all  weathers,  and  standing  about 
gossiping  with  them  in  their  arms,  these  are  the 
productive  factors  of  disease  and  death  among  the 
infant  population  of  your  district.  Your  district  is 
not  by  itself  in  endeavouring  to  combat  infantile 
mortality,  it  is  very  much  to  the  front  all  over  the 
country,  and  unless  it  is  made  criminal  to  expose  a 
child  to  cold  and  feed  it  wrongly,  I am  afraid  our 
efforts  to  mend  matters  by  persuasion  will  be  but  in 
vain.  I have  seen  it  stated  by  a good  authority  that 
in  houses  having  more  than  five  apartments  in 
Croydon,  withuut  any  special  effort  being  made,  as 
many  as  945  per  1,000  infants  born  survive  for  12 
months,  yetnotwith  tanding  the  beautiful  fresh  air 
of  these  Monmouthshire  hills,  the  mothers  can  only 
save  800  per  1,000.  This  is  a great  wastage.  The 
true  wealth  of  a country  is  recognised  not  by  the 
mineral  deposits,  nor  in  the  richness  of  its  agricul- 
tural land  but  it  does  consist  in  the  people  inhabit- 
ing the  country.  Of  what  use  is  iron  and  coal  if 
there  are  no  strengthy  young  men  to  utilise  them  ? 
In  the  absence  of  a good  population  all  these 
natural  resources  are  worthless.  Therefore  an 
infant  neglected  during  its  first  year  rarely  recovers 
its  position  in  life,  even  if  it  lives.  Farmers  know 
that,  if  a colt  is  not  well  fed  and  well  treated  during 
its  first  year,  it  never  makes  a well  conditioned  and 
sound  horse.  The  consequence  is  that  the  mothers 
must  be  impressed  with  the  need  of  exercising  their 
instincts  and  to  nurse  their  children  at  the  breast. 
In  many  districts  the  mothers  are  obliged  to  go  out 
to  work  at  factories,  and  leave  their  young  to  a 
grandmother  and  other  persons  to  feed  du  ing 
their  absence,  but  the  mothers  in  your  district  have 
nothing  but  their  domestic  duties  to  perform,  there- 
fore tlnse  should  be  done  well.  Feeding  bottles 
should  be  the  exception,  not  the  rule  as  now.  Every 
mother  should  feel  a pride  in  exercising  all  her 
abilities  to  enable  her  to  fulfil  her  duty  of  mother- 
hood. and  to  suckle  her  offspring.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested, and  I quite  fall  in  with  the  idea,  to  have 
lady  inspectors  to  go  round  and  instruct  the  mothers 
in  the  management  of  their  children  in  much  the 
same  way  as  the  district  nurse  acts.  In  Hudders- 
field provision  is  made  for  two  lady  visitors,  and  I 
think  that  several  districts  uch  as  yours  might 
combine  and  support  one  such  visitor.  I have  pre- 
viously suggested  that  domestic  hygiene  and  the 
management  of  children  be  taught  in  our  Board 
Schools  in  preference  to  some  of  the  useless  things 
now  imparted,  and  I would  further  strongly  urge 
this  ; also  I would  advise  that  young  children  be 
kept  from  school  till  they  are  six  years  old.  Another 
Board  School  folly  I would  have  suspended,  viz., 
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that  of  sending-  a “ whipper  in  ” indiscriminately  to 
the  houses,  to  endeavour  to  force  children  to 
school  that  are  manifestly  unfit.  I personally  see 
every  day  instances  of  this.  Any  sensible  person 
seeing-  children  with  ring-worm,  whooping-  coug-h, 
skin  diseases,  and  at  the  same  time  seeing  and  know- 
ing they  are  under  medical  treatment,  would  not 
ask  for  them  to  be  sent  to  school  for  obvious  reasons, 
but  in  your  district  a blind  rule  is  observed  of 
endeavouring  to  force  ill  or  well  to  school  unless 
protected  by  a medical  certificate. 

Tables  I.  to  Y.  accompanying  this  report  will  give 
you  much  information  respecting  sickness  and 
mortality.  Table  V.  is  a new  table,  and  gives  the 
infant  mortality  in  weeks  and  months  during  the 
first  year  of  life.  These  five  tables  for  convenience 
will  be  placed  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

Your  district  has  been  singularly  free  from  notifi- 
able infectious  diseases  during  the  past  year  Eleven 
certificates,  as  shown  on  Table  III , have  been  re- 
ceived. All  the  cases  recovered,  and  in  consequence 
of  the  care  taken  in  sanitation  there  was  no  spread 
of  the  infection,  i 


Measles. 

This  disease  came  to  us  a legacy  from  1904,  and  in 
the  earlier  months  of  the  year  it  was  very  wide- 
spread, and  in  many  cases  the  complications  were 
severe.  It  was  very  difficult  to  stem  the  tide,  and 
anything  approaching  isolation  of  the  cases  in 
dwelling-houses  was  next  to  impossible.  In  March 
it  became  so  severe  that  I considered  it  desirable  to 
close  the  board  schools  for  21  days.  This  was  done, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  13  Sunday  schools  were 
asked  to  close  for  a like  period.  This  the  autho- 
rities readily  did,  and  the  result  was  a complete 
check  to  the  epidemic.  However,  within  a month 
or  six  weeks  after  the  children  returned  to  school, 
the  epidemic  was  as  bad,  or  perhaps  worse,  than 
before.  I again  on  June  5th  asked  for  the  schools 
to  be  closed  for  21  days.  This  time  it  was  quite 
successful  in  abating  the  epidemic.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  the  disease  ran  a very  long  course 
and  the  variety  was  somewhat  severe,  only  three 
deaths  occurred. 


Diphtheria. 

One  case  of  this  zymotic  disease  was  notified.  It 
was  in  an  adult,  and  she  recovered  without  any 
serious  complications. 

Erysipelas. 

Five  cases  were  notified  at  various  ages.  All  were 
idiopathic  or  self-originated  except  one  that  super- 
vened on  an  injury.  All  the  cases  recovered. 

Scarlatina. 

But  two  cases  of  this  disease  have  been  notified, 
both  were  of  a mild  type  and  made  good  recoveries. 
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Enteric  or  Typhoid. 

One  case  of  this  malady  occurred.  I oould  not 
trace  the  origin  of  it ; it  recovered. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Two  cases  of  this  infectious  disease  occurred,  one 
in  J une  and  the  other  in  August ; one  attended  by 
a registered  midwife  and  the  other  by  a woman  that 
held  no  certificate.  Both  cases  were  undoubtedly 
due  to  the  absorption  of  some  infectious  matter.  In 
the  one  case  I found  enough  dirt  to  warrant  the 
disease  ; in  fact,  I should  have  been  surprised  if 
puerperal  infection  had  not  happened.  In  the  other 
case  the  midwife  was  a most  careful  and  pains- 
taking woman,  and  the  cause  was  very  obscure. 
However,  they  both  recovered  after  a tedious  illness. 
In  these  cases  I notified  the  Monmouthshire  County 
Council  as  the  local  supervising  body,  and  they 
took  the  necessary  action  respecting  tbe  attending 
midwives.  Since  the  supervision  of  midwives  by 
the  lady  inspector,  Mrs  Dore,I  am  convinced  a great 
improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  cleanliness  and 
management  of  the  cases  of  child-birth. 

Whooping  Cough 

The  last  three  months  of  the  year  this  trouble- 
some disease  has  been  rather  increasingly  prevalent, 
and  in  many  cases  secondary  lung  troubles  have 
supervened.  I find  two  deaths  were  due  to  it,  but 
there  is  no  doubt  that  it  was  the  forerunner  of 
several  others.  Whooping  cough  is  a very  exhaust- 
ing complaint,  and  children  suffering  from  it  often 
vomit  all  their  food  with  each  paroxysm,  and  unless 
they  are  fed  again  the  previous  meals  are  lost  to 
them  and  a process  of  starvation  goes  on,  and  the 
patient  becomes  very  emaciated  and  undermined. 

Phthisis , 

or  tubercular  disease  of  the  lungs,  or  what  is  popu- 
larly known  as  “ consumption.”  Eight  cases  of  this 
disease  succumbed.  In  the  last  three  years  there 
have  been  eight  cases  each  year.  That  is  not  a very 
alarming  number  ; it  gives  a death-rate  of  1'25  per 
1,000  per  annum,  which  is  very  much  below  the 
average  for  England  and  Wales,  and  speaks  well  for 
your  sanitation.  Its  incidence  is  greatly  influenced 
by  overcrowding  and  dampness  of  dwellings  and 
want  of  sunshine,  and  notwithstanding  the  opinions 
expressed  that  it  is  not  hereditary,  my  experience 
teaches  me  that  it  is  eminently  so,  and  consequently 
persons  that  know  they  have  a strain  of  the  disease 
in  their  family  history  ought  to  be  most  careful  to 
avoid  all  things  and  habits  tending  to  develop  it. 

Bronchitis , Pneumonia,  and  Pluerisy. 

Now  these  diseases,  especially  the  two  former, 
always  impress  me  with  more  importance  than  any 
other.  As  regards  a fatal  issue,  I always  regard 
bronchitis  and  pneumonia  in  early  life  as  the  great- 
bugbear  to  our  infant  life.  These  diseases  carried 
off  19  children  last  year  under  five  years  of  age,  or 
more  than  one-third  of  the  deaths  under  five  years 
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of  age.  It  is  usually  chill  that  causes  these  diseases 
in  tender  years  ; sometimes  it  is  secondary  to  other 
diseases,  but  it  is  a very  fatal  malady,  almost  as 
much  so  as  infantile  diarrhoea.  It  is  very  prevalent 
in  these  districts,  and  began  in  yours  in  November 
with  a great  number  of  cases.  The  houses  of  the 
working  classes  are  ill  fitted  for  nursing  these 
diseases,  and  I often  wish  we  had  a children’s 
hospital  here,  as  they  do  so  much  better  in  institu- 
tions with  skilled  nursing  and  plenty  of  pure  air. 

Influenza. 

This  disease  appears  every  few  weeks  and  assumes 
various  types.  During  October  and  November  the 
chief  symptoms  were  abdominal.  There  has  been 
no  very  special  epidemic  of  it  in  the  past  year,  but 
to  persons  subject  to  its  influence  it  has  shewn  itself 
repeatedly. 

Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee  Institute  of  Nurses. 

Most  excellent  work  continues  to  be  done  by  the 
ladies  in  charge  of  this  very  important  duty.  In 
your  district  alone  Miss  Dale  attended  102  cases  and 
paid  2,191  visits  during  the  year.  The  district  nurse 
can,  and  often  does,  use  her  influence  for  good  in 
domestic  sanitation,  and  also  by  bringing  before  the 
notice  of  the  sanitary  officials  insanitary  dwellings. 

The  Food  and  Meat  Supply. 

No  complaint  has  reached  me  respecting  either  of 
the  above,  and  I am  under  the  impression  that  your 
district  is  well  served  in  the  matter  of  food. 

The  Slaughter  Houses. 

These  are  kept  constantly  under  observation  and 
carcases  examined.  I have  repeatedly  asked  the 
Council  to  consider  the  need  of  a public  slaughter 
house,  and  I hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  some 
well  placed  building  will  be  erected  so  as  to  do 
away  with  the  several  slaughter  houses  in  the  dis- 
trict, which  are  in  every  way  unsuitable  and  often 
a nuisance  by  their  contiguity  to  houses. 


The  Factories  and  Workshops. 

These  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  sug- 
gestions for  cleaning  and  white- washing  have  been 
carried  out  willingly  by  the  owners.  They  consist 
of  the  following  trades  : — 


Bakehouses  10 

Dressmaking  ...  S 

Millinery  7 

Tailoring  9 

Bootmaking 4 

Saddlers  3 

Smiths 4 

Wheelwright  and  Joinery 4 

Plumbers  ..  4 

Fish  Cleaners 1 


54 
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The  amount  of  sanitary  work  done  in  the  past  year 
has  been  in  excess,  as  far  as  improvements  go,  of  the 
preceeding  year,  especially  the  extension  of  the 
main  sewer.  The  following  are  the  details  of  the 
sanitary  work  completed  : — 


Defective  and  untrapped  w.c.’s  removed 

New  w.c.  pans  and  traps  provided  

New  w.c.’s  built  

Privies  converted  into  w.c.’s  

Choked  drains  opened  and  cleaned  

Defective  pipe  drains  

Defective  box  drains  

Houses  provided  with  guttering  and  down 

pipes...  

Iron  liptraps  substituted  for  earthenware 

gullies  

Slop  and  bath  sink  wasters  disconnected 

Cases  of  overcrowding  

Houses  provided  with  flushing  cisterns 
Schools  disinfected  three  times  during  the 

year 

Houses  condemned  as  unlit  for  habitation  and 
made  fit 

Houses  closed  as  unfit  


15 
9 

3 

4 

33 

27 

19 

16 

50 

12 

7 

73 

3 

7 

1 
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The  following  improvements  have  been  made  or 
are  in  process  of  being  carried  out : — 

Fire  Brigade  Station  and  public  urinal  in  course 
of  erection. 

320ft  of  9-inch  sewer  constructed  in  Osborne-road, 
with  the  necessary  inspection  and  cleaning 
chambers. 

130ft  of  6-inch  sewer  at  the  back  of  George-street. 

710ft  of  9-inch  sewer  in  High-street  to  Labour-in- 
Yain. 

60ft  of  9-inch  box  sewer  under  houses  at  back  of 
George-street  removed  and  substituted  by  6-inch 
pipe  sewer. 

I should  suggest  to  the  Council  the  following  im- 
provements : — 

1.  A public  slaughter  house. 

2.  The  Market  slaughter  house  condemned. 

3.  A new  stationary  refuse  destructor. 

4.  An  isolation  hospital. 

5.  A fumigating  apparatus. 

6.  A more  plentiful  supply  of  water  to  the  houses. 

The  following  number  of  statutory  notices  were 
served  : — 


Statutory  notices  served 

39 

Intimation  ,,  „ 

87 

Verbal  „ „ 

45 

Visits  and  re-visits  made 

344 

Complaints  received 

4 

519 
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In  reviewing-  the  health  of  the  district  for  the 
past  year,  I consider  the  amount  of  general  sickness 
lias  been  about  the  average,  certainly  not  above  it. 
The  epidemic  of  measles  proved  very  troublesome, 
but  the  sufferers  as  a rule  got  very  well  after  the 
attack  subsided.  The  amount  of  intestinal  disorders 
in  infants  and  young  children  has  been  quite  as  bad 
as  in  previous  years,  but  the  fatal  issues  have  been 
less,  and  the  cases  have  not  occurred  especially  in 
the  heat  of  summer  or  during  the  fruit  season.  The 
cases  have  cropped  up  during  any  period  of  damp 
weather  quite  as  much  as  one  would  expect  in  the 
summer  months.  The  great  inconvenience  felt  by 
the  inhabitants  by  the  scarcity  of  water  very  for- 
tunately stopped  at  that ; it  might  have  been  other- 
wise. As  a rule  the  water  supplied  is  of  excellent 
quality,  but  owing  to  the  constant  turning  on  and 
off  it  often  became  very  turbid  and  not  inviting  to 
drink. 

A nurse  for  infectious  diseases  is  very  desirable. 
During  the  epidemic  of  measles  one  would  have 
been  a Godsend.  The  district  nurse  is  prohibited 
visiting  infectious  diseases,  and  in  many  cases  the 
nursing  of  children  so  infected  was  very  badly  car- 
ried out,  so  much  so  that  it  was  a mystery  how  some 
recovered.  Your  inspector  of  nuisances,  Mr  Wynne, 
has  proved  very  useful  and  intelligent  in  many 
ways  during  the  year,  and  I am  under  great  obliga- 
tions for  the  thoroughness  with  which  he  assists 
me  in  the  sanitary  details.  I should  like  to  impress 
on  the  Council  the  necessity  of  the  sewage  scheme. 
The  tunnel  scheme  as  advocated  by  the  Monmouth- 
shire County  Council  appears  to  me  to  be  the  best 
scheme  for  all  time.  The  septic  tank  system  is  one 
that  requires  constant  supervision  and  a large  area 
of  ground  for  erection,  and  is  often  an  eyesore  and 
a nuisance  to  the  immediate  neighbourhood  in 
which  it  is  placed. 


I am,  Mr  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

S.  BUTLER  MASON,  M.R.C.P.,  &c., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  I. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1905  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS 


'd 

© Jh 

TOTAL  DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN 

the  District. 

cn 

£ 2 

£ 

Nett  Deaths 

AT  ALL  AGES 

Belonging  to 

THE  DISTRICT. 

Population  estima 
to 

Middle  of  each  Ye; 

EIRTHS. 

Under 

1 Year  of  Age. 

At  all  ages. 

Total  Deaths  : 

Public  Instituti 

in  the  DISTRIC’ 

WrH  " 

0)  rO  o , 

•r— < o 

Year. 

Number. 

Rate.* 

Number. 

— 

Rate  per  1,000 
Births 
Registered. 

Number. 

Rate* 

Ph.2  od-S 

§3 

!C  (D  S 2 

i|-5bs 

4>  a;  E3 
ft 

i 

Number. 

Rate.* 

1895. 

6,082 

211 

34*6 

30 

142-1 

86 

14-1 

14 

100 

19-7 

1896. 

6,142 

162 

26-3 

21 

128-3 

73 

11-8 

8 

81 

13-1 

1897. 

6,202 

191 

30-8 

31 

163-2 

91 

14-6 

6 

97 

15*6 

1898. 

6,255 

172 

27-4 

26 

151-1 

91 

14-5 

8 

99 

15-8 

1899. 

6,314 

174 

27-5 

29 

166-6 

96 

15-2 

10 

106 

16-7 

1900. 

6,373 

217 

34-0 

35 

1617 

122 

191 

7 

129 

2 '-2 

1901. 

6,126 

174 

28-3 

25 

144-2 

86 

14-0 

6 

92 

15-0 

1902. 

6,156 

200 

32-4 

23 

115-0 

75 

12T 

6 

81 

131 

1903. 

6,184 

193 

31-2 

26 

134-7 

93 

15-0 

9 

102 

16-4 

1904. 

6,212 

196 

31-5 

48 

244-8 

110 

17-7 

5 

115 

18-5 

Averages  for 
years 

6,2046 

189 

30.4 

29-4 

155-1 

92-3 

14-8 

7-9 

100-2 

16-4 

1895-1904. 

1905. 

6,270 

195 

3 L*1 

39 

200 

102 

161 

7 

109 

173 

* Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  1 Total  population  at  all  ages,  6,126  i 

(exclusive  of  area  [ 234  Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1,178  [ At  Census  of  1901 

covered  by  water.)  ) Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  5"2  » 
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TABLE  III. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1905. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

Cases  Notified  in  Whole  district. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages— Years. 

Under 

I. 

1 to  5. 

5 to  15. 

] 5 to  25 

25  to  65 

65  and 
upwards. 

Smallpox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 
Membranous  crou 

Er'osinfiln.s 

..  1.. 

..  1.. 





..  I.. 

• ••••• 

Scarlet  fever 

Typhus  fever 

Enteric  fever  .. 
Relapsing  fever 
Continued  fever 
Puerperal  fever 

Plague  

Measles 

0 

..  1.. 

9 

..  2.. 

• ••••• 



• • • • • • 

..  1.. 

..  2.. 

Totals 

..li.. 

9 

No  Isolation  Hospital.  Tents  for  smallpox  provided  by  District  Council. 
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TABLE  IV. 


CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1905. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

DEATHS  IN  OR 

DISTRICT  AT 

BEYOND  THE  WHOLE 

SUBJOINED  AGES. 

All 

ages. 

Under 

1 year. 

1 and 
under 

5. 

i 

5 and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 

25. 

25  and 
und  er 
65. 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

Small  pox 

Measles 

..  3.. 

..  3.. 

Scarlet  fever 
Whooping  cough 

..  2. . 

..  2.. 

• ••••• 

Diphtheria  and  mem- 
branous croup 

Croup 

Fever : 

Typhus 

Enteric 

Other  continued  •• 
Epidemic  influenza  • • 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea  

..  4.. 

..  3.. 

..  6.. 

• ••••• 

..  1.. 

Enteritis 

Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases 
Phthisis..  

..  8.. 

..  1.. 

..  7.. 

Other  tubercular  di- 
seases   

Cancer,  Malignant  di- 
sease   

..  4.. 

2. . 

..  2.. 

Bronchitis 

..13.. 

..  3. . 

..  i.. 

• ••••• 



..  i.. 

..  8.. 

Pneumonia 

..  9.. 

..  6.. 

Pleurisv 

1 

• • x • . 



• ••••• 

• ••••• 



..  i.. 



Other  diseases  of  Res- 
piratory organs 
Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  < if  liver  i 

..  3.. 

• ••••• 

• •••*• 

• ••••• 

..  3.. 

Venereal  diseases 
Premature  birth 

..  5.. 

..  5-. 

• • • • • • 

•••••• 

Diseases  and  accidents 
of  parturition 

..  4.. 

..  3.. 

..  1.. 

Heart  diseases 

Accidents 

Suicides 

Senile  Decay  .. 

All  other  causes 

9 

All  causes  . . 

..109.. 

13 
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Births  in  the  year,  195.  Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1905),  6,270. 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  109. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES,  AND  HOMEWORK 


1.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 
Workplaces 

Homeworkers’  Premises 

1 

54 

\ 

1 

Total 

55 

1 

2—  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 


Number  of  Defects 


Found. 


Remedied. 


Referred  to 
H.M. 

Inspector. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts : — * 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances  : The  want  of  Lime-washing  . . 

Sanitary  accommodations — 

Insufficient.. 

Unsuitable  or  defective 
Not  separate  for  sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act : - 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 
(S. 101) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bake- 
houses (SS.  97  to  100) 

Failure  as  regards  lists  of  outworkers  (S.  107) 

GiviDg  out  work  to  be  done  in  premises  which 
are— Unwholesome  (See.  108) 

Infected  (S.  110) 

Allowing  wearing  apparel  to  be  made  in  pre- 
mises infected  by  scarlet  fever  or  small  pox 
(S.  109) 

Other  offences 


1 


1 


Number 

of 

Prosecutions- 


Total 


1 


* Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7,  and  8 of  the  Factory  Act  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts.- 
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3. -OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 


Number. 


latters  notified  to  H M.  Inspectors  of  Factories 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (S.133) 

Notified  by  II  M.  Inspector 


Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.  M Inspectors  \ 
as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  { 
not  under  the  Factory  Act  (S.5) 


I Reports  (of  action  taken) 
V sent  to  H.M.  Inspectors.. 


Other 

Jnderground  Bakehouses  (S.101) 

In  use  duriDg  1904 

< In  1904 

Certificates  granted  < 

tin  1905 

In  use  at  the  end  of  1905 . . 
domework  : — 


Lists  of  Outworkers*  (S.107) 
Lists  received 


Addresses  of  Outworkers 


( Forwarded  to  other  Authorities 


t Received  from  other  Authorities 


Homework  in  Unwholesome  or  Infected  Premises  : — 

Notices  prohibiting  homework  in  unwholesome  premises  (S.108) 
Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  homeworkers’  premises 
Orders  prohibiting  homework  in  infected  premises  (S.110)  . . 
Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.131)  at  the  end  of  1905. 


in  xsi 

. 

XT.  2 

T,  o <u 

0^43 
0 0 


f 


ce  cj  * y 

/i-\  ^ <D  < 


lla 

eS  !-! 


o ^ a 


.*3  ~ © 

Or/)© 

c3  ,D 


£.3  >> 

2 2 =5 


Bakehouses 
Dressmaking 
Millinery  . . 

Tailoring  .. 

General  Smiths 
Bootmaking 
Saddlers 
Plumbers  . . 

Fish  Cleaners 
Wheelwrights  and  Joiners 


l 


Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 


10 

8 

7 

9 

4 

4 

3 

4 
1 
4 


Number  of 


Lists.  | Out  workers . 


Wearing 
Apparel ; 

Other. 

54 


54 


■ *The  lists  should  be  received  twice  in  the  year. 
-,ding  together  the  two  half-yearly  totals. 


The  year’s  figures  required  in  the  Table  are  then  obtained  by 


. \ 


